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BUILDING ACT — HOUSING APPROVALS 

405. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I ask a supplementary question. Considering the fact that the building industry is the state’s second biggest 
employer, and is devastated by the changes the Premier put in place via his legislation, does it not deserve better 
than more procrastination?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  
This is not procrastination. If the Leader of the Opposition had listened to my answer, he would know that 
approvals are running at about 1 000 a month.  

Mr M. McGowan: It is still way down, through your doing.  

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, if you want an answer to your question, I suggest you listen. I 
formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The minister went around to the key outer suburban councils and worked with their 
planning officers. The building group within government has also put people in place.  
I have acknowledged, as has the minister, that there has been a serious problem, and it is being addressed. In the 
longer term a private certifier needs to be given 100 per cent powers or abilities to carry out the whole process. 
We acknowledge that. The legislation has been drafted and will be introduced very shortly. I speak to a lot of 
builders. Some of the big builders are particularly affected by this. A number of other builders have said to me 
that it makes no difference at all and they are fine. It varies dramatically. The commercial building sector is 
working in a fine way with it; it has not been a problem. The principal problem seems to revolve around the 
requirement to get the approval of neighbours. If a builder is trying to build a standard project home on a vacant 
block in a vacant subdivision, it would be pretty hard to find the neighbours to get approval from them. Those 
sorts of practical problems are being sorted out now.  
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